“What a blessing
the senior millage
has been! Seniors
who felt isolated or
alone now have
the o
 pportunity to
meet and s ocialize
with others while
enjoying new
experiences within
the community!
Thank you!”

Muskegon County Senior Millage
dollars at work in our community

–Katy Pfaff (74)
Moorland Township

Ravenna-area
older adults enjoy
monthly meals and
companionship through
senior millage funding.
In photo at left, about
two dozen people sit at
tables decorated for St. Patrick’s Day, complete with slices
of mint green G
 rasshopper pie. “There are a lot of new
faces today,” said Peggy Manzer.
Manzer is the coordinator of the Ravenna area senior
program, which hosts a monthly lunch meal and a speaker,
funded by the Muskegon County senior millage.
This March day, the room at the Ravenna Township Fire
Department is decorated in green. The meal is traditional–
corned beef and cabbage, potatoes, along with vegetables
and a dinner roll. And the grasshopper pie for dessert. The
group comes together for food, and for fellowship.
“I love people,” one woman said. “It’s nice to get together.”
Manzer has been coordinating the Ravenna program
since January of 2018. “The seniors seem to be enjoying
the activities, especially the ones that get them outside
of Ravenna,” Manzer said. “There are many who c annot
drive or will not drive when the weather or traffic
conditions are bad.”

Manzer has surveyed the older adults, and they indicated
interest in trips to the farmers’ market, fitness activities,
a color tour in the fall, theater and museum visits and
athletic events. At that month’s meal, someone gave a
presentation about an upcoming outdoor fitness session
tailored to older adults.
Meals are provided by the Stockyard Café in Ravenna.
Owner Marsha Wagner determines the menu and provides
seasonal specials, such as the corned beef for St. Patrick’s
Day. Desserts are made by volunteers at no cost to the
older adults. Those attending offer a $5 donation, if they’re
able, as a cost-share.
A monthly advisory committee meets to plan events.
Manzer puts together a calendar with activities in the
area that may be of interest to seniors. “Getting that
information in their hands is so important,” she said.
“There’s a lot going on at different places that many are
not aware of.”
Pioneer Resources is also serving the eastern part of the
county through senior millage funding. “We are grateful
for the opportunities that come with Pioneer Resources
through grants that provide transportation and activity
funding,” Manzer added. “In talking with some of my
seniors, many were having to choose which activity to
attend because of limited resources.” Millage funding is
helping alleviate that concern.
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Muskegon County voters passed
a 0.50 senior m
 illage in August of
2016. A Senior Activities Committee
(SAC), made up of three county
commissioners, two Muskegon County
citizens over age 60, a county resident
with grant writing e xperience, and three
at-large county citizens (including one
from a rural area), was appointed by the
board of commissioners in early 2017.
County commissioners named Senior
Resources of West Michigan, the area
agency on aging serving Muskegon
county, administrator of the funds in
July of 2017. As the administrator of
the funds, Senior Resources’ staff works
with all organizations receiving funding
on accountability, ensuring the money
is being spent as proposed, verifying
units of service, and evaluating the
services offered.
The Senior Activities Committee
worked with Senior Resources to seek
proposals for funding for services and
activities for adults 60 years of age and
older. The first major funding was
approved by the full county board of
commissioners in January of 2018.

“It has all been a
positive experience!!
To be able to spend
time with other senior
citizens and visit the
different venues that
Muskegon County
has to offer gives us
so much to look
forward to! I hope
the program will
continue, even if it has
to become a once or
twice a month event!”
–Arlene Weaver (83)
Village of Ravenna

SAC Chair Nancy McCarthy said the
committee m
 embers were pleased to
begin awarding money to numerous
nonprofit organizations, with new
and expanded programming expected
to come after a gaps analysis was
completed.
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Janet Perreault, vice-chair of SAC, was
pleased to see the services get out into
the community. “For me, it was about
making sure there aren’t wait lists for
meals, and for keeping people in their
homes and independent.”
Commissioners Susie Hughes and
Ken Mahoney noted that many of the
programs and services reach into the
outlying areas of the county. Many of
the programs are designed for areas
such as Whitehall and Montague,
Ravenna and surrounding townships.
“When the senior millage was passed,
we said we’d move it out into the
community,” Mahoney said. “We’ve
done a good job of reaching out.”
From October 2017 through
September of 2018, there were
more than 3,000 M
 uskegon County
residents ages 60 and older who
benefited from millage programming.
In total, those 3,005 people received
more than 64,000 units of service.
Those services included c ongregate and
home-delivered meals, transportation
to medical appointments, emergency
response buttons, homemaker
services, senior center activities, dental
assistance, in-home respite, medication
management help, recreation
programs, safety assessments, health
education, home repairs, nutrition
education, food from the farmers
market, and more.

https://seniorresourceswmi.org/muskegon-county-senior-millage/
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Senior Millage Funds Passing
Through Senior Resources
The County of Muskegon is the fiduciary for all funds collected
by the Muskegon County senior millage. These numbers reflect
funds which have passed through Senior Resources, the grants
administrator.
In FY2018, the county collected more than $2.14 million.
Program funding of $884,265 included:
• Purchased services totaling $183,046. Services included
outdoor chore services, homemaking, personal care, adult day
care, respite, community living supports, home-delivered meals,
personal emergency response systems, medication management,
and other services.
• Sub-granted services:
$232,022 for home-delivered meals
$154,681 for programs including dental services, home
modifications, ramps, and evidence-based classes
$113,502 for start-up costs for several organizations
$58,021 for transportation services
$46,021 for prevention services
$33,856 for information and assistance services, including
some senior center activities
$25,958 for congregate meals
$24,647 for unmet needs
$12,500 for legal assistance services
Senior Resources was paid $182,405, or approximately 8.5% of
FY2018 senior millage taxes collected, as the grants administrator.
As the grants administrator, Senior Resources staff members
(totaling roughly 3.5 FTE) are responsible for:
• Grants management – including creating Letters of Intent
(LOI) and Requests for Proposal (RFP), evaluating LOIs
and RFPs, monitoring funded organization programming,
assessments, and monthly, quarterly and annual reporting
• Conducting needs assessments and gaps analysis
• Case coordination – including initial assessments and
determining eligibility for services
• Managing requests for unmet needs
• Handling requests for medical loan closet
• Communications – including developing and maintaining
content on website and social media, speaking engagements,
and messaging and communications
• Accounting services – including accounts payable, accounts
receivable, billing, payroll, and general ledger
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