TEMPLATE LANGUAGE FOR OUTREACH RE: Proposed Cuts to Medicaid and SNAP

DATE

The Honorable Senator [NAME]
U.S. Senate
[Office Address]
Washington, DC 20510
Dear [Senator NAME]:

On behalf of [YOUR AGENCY NAME] in [AGENCY LOCATION/STATE], we are writing regarding the cuts to Medicaid and the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) in the reconciliation bill recently passed by the House of Representatives. As the Senate considers the bill and potential changes to its proposals, we urge you to reject these dangerous levels of cuts that could leave millions of older adults and people with disabilities without the services and support they need to age well at home.

Of particular concern to our agency is Medicaid home and community-based services (HCBS), which are relied upon by millions of older adults and people with disabilities to live independently and at home and in the community. We are one of the 614 Area Agencies on Aging in the country designated by the Older Americans Act (OAA) to address the needs and concerns of all older adults at the regional and local levels.

Medicaid HCBS is a lifeline for older adults and includes services such as home health aides, homemaker services (laundry, cooking, etc.), supportive housing, adult day health services and more. Funding for Medicaid HCBS is essential to the health and independence of millions of older adults, including the [ADD LOCAL NUMBER] of the older adults that [YOUR AGENCY NAME] serves in your district. 

The federal-state Medicaid partnership is the backbone of our nation’s current long-term services and supports (LTSS) system, and more than one-half (61 percent) of LTSS spending is covered by Medicaid. While Medicaid is the largest provider of HCBS, decades of underfunding has left at-risk older adults who want to age in their homes susceptible to inadequate supports or lack of access to essential HCBS.

By restricting eligibility for Medicaid in several ways, shifting costs to states and otherwise divesting resources from this essential health care and long-term-care program in this bill, we are concerned that services that are optional in most states, such as HCBS, would be cut by states, which would leave some older adults and people with disabilities stranded. Without these critical home and community-based services, people will end up in nursing homes or suffer negative health consequences as they struggle, without needed help, to live independently and age well at home. Nursing home care is a required service in Medicaid but is more expensive than HCBS. Undermining state Medicaid systems may drive up costs for states and the federal government on the long-term-care side of the ledger in the long run.
[INSERT LOCAL EXAMPLES OF HOW FUNDING CUTS WOULD NEGATIVELY IMPACT THE OLDER ADULTS YOU SERVE.]

Our agency also has serious concerns about the bill’s nearly $300 billion in cuts to SNAP. From new work requirements on midlife and older adults up to age 64, to shifting costs to states, the bill’s changes to SNAP are of serious concern. The bill includes a provision lowering the age of children in a household from 18 to 7 years old that would waive the work requirements. This could put grandparents and other kinship caregivers raising children age 8 and up at grave risk of losing essential nutrition assistance. According to the Congressional Budget Office, the cuts and changes could force millions of people off the program, including many low-income older adults on fixed incomes who rely on the program to afford food. 

We urge you to oppose, and urge your colleagues to oppose, any cuts to Medicaid or SNAP, thus ensuring that the older adults and people with disabilities who rely upon these essential programs are protected and continue receiving the critical HCBS and nutrition assistance that allow them to remain living at home with safety and dignity. As the Senate considers changes to the reconciliation, we urge you to push for these dangerous cuts to be removed from the bill.

Please feel free to reach out any time to [INSERT CONTACT INFORMATION] about Medicaid HCBS, SNAP or any aging issues of importance to you and your constituents.

Sincerely,

[NAME, affiliation, address, etc.]


